Background Information on James

I. Author – James the 1/2 brother of the Lord 

A. He was leading position in church – Acts 12:17; Gal 1:19

B. He was one of 3 Pillars – Gal 2:9

C. He was leaders and spokesman for church council – Acts 15

D. He was put to death by High Priest during 62 AD (according to Josephus)

E. In the Hebrew his name is Jacob

F. He had an individual appearance by Christ– I Corinthians 15:7

II. Date – 

A. Late date: written between 60-62

B. Early date: written between 45-49 
· Reasons for early date:

1. No mention of Gentile believers

2. Easy church government structure

3. Synagogue mentioned (2:2 – Assembly)

4. No mention of issues a Jerusalem council in A.D.49

III. Audience – written to Jewish Christians although it is applicable to all Christians.

IV. Miscellaneous Facts

A. One of the last to become established in canon

B. “The purpose of this potent letter is to exhort the early believers to Christian maturity and holiness of life”

C. In addition to his unique and innovative style, James furnishes an unusual number of references or parallels to other writings.  He makes reference to Abraham, Rahab, Job, Elijah, to the Law and the Ten Commandments, and includes allusions to passages in 21 Old Testament books: Genesis through Deuteronomy, Joshua, 1 Kings, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and 7 of the 12 Minor Prophets.

D. James is the Proverbs of the New Testament

Information taken from: Zondervan’s Pictorial Dictionary, Bible Knowledge Commentary, and the Open Bible

